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disputes without violence. Democratic government
may have all the faults attributed to it, but it has the
one great merit that people are, on the whole, willing
to accept it as a substitute for civil war in political
disputes. \Vhoever sets to work to weaken this accep-
tance, whether in Ulster or in Moscow, is taking a
fearful responsibility. Civilization is not so stable that
it cannot be broken up; and a condition of lawless
violence is not one out of which any good thing is
likely to emerge. For this reason, if for no other, revolu-
tionary violence in a democracy is infinitely dangerous.